VASHON MAURY ISLAND CHAMBER OF COMMERCE BOARD MEETING MINUTES

Date/Time:
April 14, 2010


Location:
Puget Sound Energy Conference Room
Presiding:
Linda Bianchi, President
Attending:
Linda Bianchi, President, Barbara Stratton, Treasurer, Secretary Nancy Sipple, Executive Director Lee Ockinga, Priscilla Schleigh Kimmel, Patte Wagner, Andrew Davis, Leda Langley,  Melinda Sontgerath, Natalie Sheard, Patti McClements,  Shelley Davis, Pascal Py,  Molly Reed
Absent/Excused:  Laura Griffith, Patte Wagner 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS:
Meeting was called to order at 8:32. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   Minutes were approved as written.
PRESIDENT’S REPORT:
Spring Fling:  The Board expressed appreciation to the Merchants’ Committee for taking over this year; the event went well.  However, since the Chamber pays 100% of the costs plus the insurance for the event, we want to be sure to be recognized as an equal sponsor for events like this one that we delegate to other groups.  Some of the ads for this Spring Fling did not even mention the Chamber’s participation.
Meeting Presentations:  We discussed the cover letter that is mailed out to community organizations who want to give presentations at the Chamber Board meetings.  The fact that the Chamber office is only open Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday causes slow responses to presentation inquiries.
The Changing Community:  The new office is more accessible than the old and may be the reason for the increased activity it is experiencing.  The goal is to have the office open 5 days a week.  Discussion: how will the Chamber meet this challenge without funds in the budget to support more coverage?  Natalie, Shelly and Priscilla will join Patti McClements’ group to analyze this problem.  The Beachcomber has not run our announcement looking for volunteers yet.
TREASURER’S REPORT:. The “Profit and Loss vs. Actual” report is now in QuickBooks.  Barbara explained this report.  Discussion followed.  The “Balance Sheet” report is a “broad brush” comparison of year-to-date vs. last year.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT:  
General Membership Meeting: April 15, 8:30 am, 2 speakers followed by a “meet and greet”.
Logo Update:  Lee is looking for consensus from the logo input sheets that were sent out to the membership.  So far, “ART/FOOD/NATURE” tag line is the most popular.

Dow Constantine Visit:  Visit has been rescheduled.

LS Cedar vs. DDES:  LS Cedar needs help with a variance involving the King County Drainage Adjustment Committee that will keep them on Vashon.  The Board approved Lee writing a letter on LS Cedar’s behalf and sending it to their attorney for review.  Agreed: King County could inhibit vital growth of our town core with its prohibitive policies.
BOARD COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

LEADS:  Andrew reported that the first group forming will be called “VICE” (Vashon Island Chamber Entrepreneurs).  They will meet every other Tuesday at noon.  Debi will email the general membership every other week with meeting notification.

Executive Director Position Job Description:  The committee recommends that Lee stay a contract employee for the coming year and reported that the contract will be ready to sign by June 1, 2010.
Festival Update:  There have been 2 meetings so far; committees are formed.  The car show will be called the “Tom Stewart Memorial Car Show” from now on.  Discussion: the festival needs sponsorships which are low this year.  Most important needs are for sound systems for the Pandora’s and Ober Park music venues.  Interested businesses should contact Shelly, Tami or the Chamber.
ADJOURN: The meeting was adjourned at 10:22am.

NEXT  BOARD MEETING: May 12, 2010, 8:30am, at the PSE Conference Room

Nancy Sipple, Secretary, Vashon Maury Island Chamber of Commerce 
